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Freedom’s View  
A Commentary on Government from Atop the Capitol 

Elon Musk Announces the Sale of 

“Safe” Flamethrowers 

January 30, 2018 

HAWTHORNE, CA     ~ Armed Freedom 

Elon Musk, the paradigm-busting 

entrepreneur behind Space X and 

Tesla, announced over the weekend 

that he has begun taking advance 

orders for “The World’s Safest 

Flamethrower.” 
 

A sure-fire bargain at only $500 each, 

the 15,000 already sold - which Musk 

himself described as “a super terri-

ble idea. . . . Unless you like fun” - are 

touted on the website of his tunnel-

boring company (The Boring 

Company), as “Guaranteed to liven 

up any party!”  No kidding. 
 

Looking for happy days to return 

once again, party animal Democratic 

members of Congress were first in 

line to purchase these hot items in 

advance of Trump’s State of the 

Union speech.  When word of their 

lining up leaked out, Republican 

members butted in line, gang tack-

ling Nancy Pelosi and Chuck 

Schumer.  This is a rapidly-develop-

ing story.  Stay tuned. 

 

 About Those “Illegal” Dreamers 
January 31, 2018 

WASHINGTON, DC  ~ Armed Freedom 

Why do people keep referring to 

the 800,000 to 1.8 million DACA 

“Dreamers” as illegal immigrants?  
 

Technically, of course, these child-

ren of parents who entered the 

United States illegally are also here 

illegally.  Like their parents, they 

lack the proper papers.  It’s the law.  

Enforce the law.  While we’re at it, 

let’s not give them amnesty and 

make them citizens ahead of law-

abiding immigrants who are 

standing in line with their proper 

papers in hand.  To do so wouldn’t 

be fair to those queued up people 

(even though their entry would not, 

thereby, be delayed by the 

Dreamers’ entry).  You break the 

law, you suffer the punishment. 

Period.  It’s that simple.   
 

But is it? 
 

Not if you take justice into account.  

Without the law, there would be no 

clear standards.  Without justice, 

the application of the law is often 

destructive.  At our best, we have 

always insisted that our laws serve 

the higher demands of justice. 
________________ 

* "God gave Noah the rainbow sign / No 

more water but fire next time" in Mary 

Don't You Weep - a Negro spiritual from 

which James Baldwin’s 1964 classic volume 

on race, The Fire Next Time takes its title. 

Condemnation of the law being applied 

apart from justice can be traced 

throughout the centuries of the Jewish 

Bible.  Time after time, the Prophets in-

veighed against unjust treatment of the 

vulnerable by elites who quoted the law 

in order to rationalize their unjust be-

haviors.  The Biblical commitment to “do 

justice, love kindness, and walk humbly 

with God”1 is central to the commitments 

made by Jews and Christians alike. 
 

Later on, Jesus echoed their critique of a 

literalistic approach to religion.  “You 

Pharisees and teachers of the Law of 

Moses are show-offs, and you’re in for 

trouble! You give God a tenth of the 

spices from your garden, such as mint, 

dill, and cumin. Yet you neglect the more 

important matters of the Law, such as 

justice, mercy, and faithfulness. These are 

the important things you should have 

done, though you should not have left the 

others un-done either.  You blind leaders! 

You strain out a small fly but swallow a 

camel.” 2  
 

It is not the Dreamers who came here 

illegally:  their parents did.  Legalistically 

labeling them “illegal” provides a 

suspicious refuge for scoundrels who 

would tout the law for their own unjust 

ends.  Nations perish for lack of justice.   
_________________ 
1 Micah, Chapter 6, Verse 8, italics added 

Matthew, Chapter 23, Verses 23-24 (The 
Message, a translation and paraphrase) 
3 “The Prophets and Social Justice,” Rabbi 

Benjamin Scolnic (http://www.ibjewish.org/wp-
content/uploads/2014/10/Scolnic-Prophets-and-
Social-Justice.pdf) 
 

 


